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communication and transport. Men who would, not long ago,
have bowed silently to the caste panchayat are now ready to
defy it.

It has already been indicated that excommunication has
lost much of its terror. To a certain extent this is due to the
Shudhi movement which aims at reclaiming outcastes as well as
those who have embraced other religions. Then there are bodies
like the Arya Samaj and the Congress that preach the doctrine
of xno caste'. Conversion to other religions is also a means of
outwitting the panchayat. The main point to be noticed is that
a man can often find means of escaping the penalties involved
in excommunication. At times it is possible for an outcaste to
find some caste fellows who would be prepared to associate
with him. These families would then secede from the parent
panchayat and have one of their own. Then, an outcaste can
migrate to another place and enjoy equal privileges there. Due
to the improvements in the means of communication and better
prospects of finding employment in towns and cities, migration
to these places is becoming an important means of evading the
authority of the caste.

Generally, panchayats do not bother about an offender

who leaves their jurisdiction and cases of women eloping with

men of other castes and escaping punishment by leaving the

panchayat's jurisdiction are not uncommon.    All these matters

' have led to a lowering of the prestige of the panchayat

Another point that merits notice is that the panchayats do
not generally mete out justice as they used to. This is inevita-
ble when panchayats become amenable to external influences
and in discharging their duties show consideration for the rich.

The bulk of the work done by the panchayats pertains to
marriage and morals. In the past the panchayats were in many
cases consulted in arranging marriages. Amongst Malos, for
instance, no marriage can take place unless sanctioned by the
panchayat In this case about 5 per cent of bride price, which
usually varies from Rs. 100 to Rs. 250, goes to the panchayat
and is divided among the members. Fixing of the number of
feasts to be given and the number of guests to be invited on
the occasion of a marriage is another function performed by
the panchayats. But there is a tendency now to manage these